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Week Ending Friday, September 5, 2003

Executive Order 13315—Blocking 
Property of the Former Iraqi 
Regime, Its Senior Officials and 
Their Family Members, and Taking 
Certain Other Actions 
August 28, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c) 
(UNPA), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, in view of United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1483 of May 22, 
2003, and in order to take additional steps 
with respect to the situation in Iraq, 

I, George W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, hereby expand the 
scope of the national emergency declared in 
Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, to 
address the unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign policy of 
the United States posed by obstacles to the 
orderly reconstruction of Iraq, the restora-
tion and maintenance of peace and security 
in that country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic institu-
tions in Iraq. I find that the removal of Iraqi 
property from that country by certain senior 
officials of the former Iraqi regime and their 
immediate family members constitutes one 
of these obstacles. I further determine that 
the United States is engaged in armed hos-
tilities and that it is in the interest of the 
United States to confiscate certain additional 
property of the former Iraqi regime, certain 
senior officials of the former regime, imme-
diate family members of those officials, and 
controlled entities. I intend that such prop-
erty, after all right, title, and interest in it 
has vested in the Department of the Treas-
ury, shall be transferred to the Development 

Fund for Iraq. Such property shall be used 
to meet the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi 
people, for the economic reconstruction and 
repair of Iraq’s infrastructure, for the contin-
ued disarmament of Iraq, for the costs of 
Iraqi civilian administration, and for other 
purposes benefiting the Iraqi people. I deter-
mine that such use would be in the interest 
of and for the benefit of the United States. 
I hereby order: 

Section 1. Except to the extent provided 
in section 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA 
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), or regu-
lations, orders, directives, or licenses that 
may be issued pursuant to this order, and 
notwithstanding any contract entered into or 
any license or permit granted prior to the 
effective date of this order, all property and 
interests in property of the former Iraqi re-
gime or its state bodies, corporations, or 
agencies, or of the following persons, that are 
in the United States, that hereafter come 
within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control 
of United States persons, are blocked and 
may not be transferred, paid, exported, with-
drawn, or otherwise dealt in: 

(a) the persons listed in the Annex to this 
order; and 

(b) persons determined by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, 

(i) to be senior officials of the former 
Iraqi regime or their immediate fam-
ily members; or 

(ii) to be owned or controlled by, or act-
ing or purporting to act for or on be-
half of, directly or indirectly, any of 
the persons listed in the Annex to this 
order or determined to be subject to 
this order. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
authorized to confiscate property that is 
blocked pursuant to section 1 of this order 
and that he determines, in consultation with 
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the Secretary of State, to belong to a person, 
organization, or country that has planned, au-
thorized, aided, or engaged in armed hos-
tilities against the United States. All right, 
title, and interest in any property so con-
fiscated shall vest in the Department of the 
Treasury. Such vested property shall prompt-
ly be transferred to the Development Fund 
for Iraq. 

Sec. 3. (a) Any transaction by a United 
States person or within the United States that 
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading 
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the 
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any 
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is 
prohibited. 

Sec. 4. For purposes of this order: 
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual 

or entity; 
(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, 

association, trust, joint venture, corporation, 
group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means 
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws 
of the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States (including foreign 
branches), or any person in the United 
States; 

(d) the term ‘‘former Iraqi regime’’ means 
the Saddam Hussein regime that governed 
Iraq until on or about May 1, 2003; 

(e) the term ‘‘coalition authority’’ means 
the Coalition Provisional Authority under the 
direction of its Administrator, and the mili-
tary forces of the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and their coalition partners 
present in Iraq under the command or oper-
ational control of the Commander of United 
States Central Command; and 

(f) the term ‘‘Development Fund for Iraq’’ 
means the fund established on or about May 
22, 2003, on the books of the Central Bank 
of Iraq, by the Administrator of the Coalition 
Provisional Authority responsible for the 
temporary governance of Iraq and all ac-
counts held for the fund or for the Central 
Bank of Iraq in the name of the fund. 

Sec. 5. I hereby determine that the mak-
ing of donations of the type specified in sec-
tion 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 

1702(b)(2)) by or to persons determined to 
be subject to the sanctions imposed under 
this order would seriously impair my ability 
to deal with the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13303 and expanded in 
scope in this order and would endanger 
Armed Forces of the United States that are 
engaged in hostilities, and I hereby prohibit 
such donations as provided by section 1 of 
this order. 

Sec. 6. For those persons listed in the 
Annex to this order or determined to be sub-
ject to this order who might have a constitu-
tional presence in the United States, I find 
that because of the ability to transfer funds 
or other assets instantaneously, prior notice 
to such persons of measures to be taken pur-
suant to this order would render these meas-
ures ineffectual. I therefore determine that 
for these measures to be effective in address-
ing the national emergency declared in Exec-
utive Order 13303 and expanded in scope 
in this order, there need be no prior notice 
of a listing or determination made pursuant 
to section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by IEEPA and UNPA as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment, consistent with applicable law. All 
agencies of the United States Government 
are hereby directed to take all appropriate 
measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 8. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
authorized to determine, subsequent to the 
issuance of this order, that circumstances no 
longer warrant inclusion of a person in the 
Annex to this order and that such person is 
therefore no longer covered within the scope 
of the order. 

Sec. 9. Nothing in this order is intended 
to affect the continued effectiveness of any 
rules, regulations, orders, licenses, or other 
forms of administrative action issued, taken, 
or continued in effect heretofore or hereafter 
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under 31 C.F.R. chapter V, except as ex-
pressly terminated, modified, or suspended 
by or pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 10. This order shall not apply to such 
property as is or may come under the control 
of the coalition authority in Iraq. Nothing in 
this order is intended to affect dispositions 
of such property or other determinations by 
the coalition authority. 

Sec. 11. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, officers or employees, or 
any other person. 

Sec. 12. This order is effective on 12:01 
a.m. EDT on August 29, 2003. 

Sec. 13. This order shall be transmitted 
to the Congress and published in the Federal 
Register.

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
August 28, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 2, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 29, and 
it and its attached annex were published in the 
Federal Register on September 3. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Blocking Property of 
the Former Iraqi Regime, Its Senior 
Officials and Their Family Members, 
and Taking Certain Other Actions 
August 28, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 204(b) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(b), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report that I have exer-
cised my authority to expand the scope of 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, to address 
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security and foreign policy of the 

United States posed by obstacles to the or-
derly reconstruction of Iraq, the restoration 
and maintenance of peace and security in 
that country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic institu-
tions in Iraq. 

In United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution (UNSCR) 1483 of May 22, 2003, the 
U.N. Security Council decided that U.N. 
member states shall freeze the assets of the 
former Iraqi regime, Saddam Hussein, and 
other senior officials of the former Iraqi re-
gime, and their immediate family members 
and cause the transfer of those assets to the 
Development Fund for Iraq. The assets of 
the former Iraqi regime, Saddam Hussein, 
and other senior Iraqi officials have already 
been frozen pursuant to the Iraqi Sanctions 
Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 575, which im-
plemented the 1990 Executive Orders that 
imposed economic sanctions with respect to 
Iraq. The order that I have now issued broad-
ens the scope of persons whose assets may 
be frozen under those orders by adding the 
immediate family members of former Iraqi 
senior officials whose assets may be frozen. 
This order also allows for the confiscating 
and vesting of some of those assets and pro-
vides for the transfer of all vested assets to 
the Development Fund for Iraq in a manner 
consistent with paragraph 23 of UNSCR 
1483. The Development Fund for Iraq will 
be used by the Coalition Provisional Author-
ity in a transparent manner to meet the hu-
manitarian needs of the Iraqi people, for the 
economic reconstruction and repair of Iraq’s 
infrastructure, for the continued disar-
mament of Iraq, for the costs of Iraqi civilian 
administration, and for other purposes bene-
fiting the Iraqi people. By this order and re-
lated measures, the United States Govern-
ment is implementing the requirements of 
paragraph 23 of UNSCR 1483. 

Among other measures, unless licensed or 
otherwise authorized pursuant to this order, 
any attachment, judgment, decree, lien, exe-
cution, garnishment, or other judicial process 
with respect to assets blocked pursuant to 
this order is prohibited by section 1 of this 
order. I further note that Presidential Deter-
mination No. 2003–23 issued on May 7, 
2003, made inapplicable with respect to Iraq 
section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act 
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of 1961, Public Law 87–195, as amended, 
and any other provision of law that applies 
to countries that have supported terrorism, 
including, but not limited to, 28 U.S.C. 
1605(a)(7), 28 U.S.C. 1610, and section 201 
of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act. 

I have ordered that all property and inter-
ests in property of the former Iraqi regime 
or its state bodies, corporations, or agencies, 
or of the following persons, that are in the 
United States, that hereafter come within the 
United States, or that are or hereafter come 
within the possession or control of United 
States persons, are blocked and may not be 
transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or 
otherwise dealt in: 

(a) the persons listed in the Annex to this 
order; and 

(b) persons determined by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, 

(i) to be senior officials of the former 
Iraqi regime or their immediate fam-
ily members; or 

(ii) to be owned or controlled by, or act-
ing or purporting to act for or on be-
half of, directly or indirectly, any of 
the persons listed in the Annex to this 
order or determined to be subject to 
this order. 

I have authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, to confiscate property that is 
blocked pursuant to this order and that he 
determines, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to belong to a person, organi-
zation, or country that has planned, author-
ized, aided, or engaged in armed hostilities 
against the United States. All right, title, and 
interest in any property so confiscated shall 
vest in the Department of the Treasury and 
shall promptly be transferred to the Develop-
ment Fund for Iraq. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, the authority to take such actions 
as may be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of my order, including the promulgation of 
rules and regulations. I have also authorized 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, to employ all 
powers granted to me by IEEPA and by sec-
tion 5 of the United Nations Participation 

Act, 22 U.S.C. 287c, to carry out the pur-
poses of this order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the executive 
order I have issued. The order is effective 
at 12:01 a.m. EDT on August 29, 2003. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on August 29. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this letter. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Bombing in 
Najaf, Iraq 
August 29, 2003

I strongly condemn the bombing today 
outside the Imam Ali mosque in Najaf, Iraq, 
that killed dozens of innocent Iraqis. This vi-
cious act of terrorism was aimed at Ayatollah 
Mohammed Baqir al-Hakim, at one of Shi’a 
Islam’s holiest sites, and at the hopes of the 
people of Iraq for freedom, peace, and rec-
onciliation. 

I extend my deepest condolences to the 
families of the victims and my hopes for a 
quick recovery for the injured. I have in-
structed American officials in Iraq to work 
closely with Iraqi security officials and the 
Governing Council to determine who com-
mitted this terrible attack and bring them to 
justice. I also extend my sympathies to all 
Iraqis and to Shi’a Muslims around the 
world. 

Ayatollah Hakim had been jailed and tor-
tured for his religious beliefs by the regime 
of Saddam Hussein, and he had spent many 
years in exile. He returned to his native land 
this year after its liberation. His murder 
today, along with the murder of many inno-
cent men and women gathered for prayer, 
demonstrates the cruelty and desperation of 
the enemies of the Iraqi people. 

The forces of terror must and will be de-
feated. The united efforts of Iraqis and the 
international community will succeed in 
achieving peace and freedom. 
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NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
August 30, 2003

Good morning. On this Labor Day week-
end, Americans pay tribute to the spirit of 
hard work and enterprise that has always 
made this Nation strong. Every day, our 
workers go to factories and offices and farms 
and produce the world’s finest goods and 
services. Their creativity and energy are the 
greatest advantage of the American economy. 

Worker productivity accelerated last year 
at the fastest rate in more than a half century. 
This higher productivity means our workers 
receive higher wages, our Nation’s exports 
get a competitive boost in world markets, and 
our economic recovery gains momentum at 
a crucial time. 

The Jobs and Growth Act I signed in May 
ensures that workers enjoy more of the bene-
fits of their work through more take-home 
pay. Tax relief was based on the conviction 
that workers are entitled to keep more of 
their hard-earned wages. That belief, after 
all, is why America celebrates Labor Day and 
not tax day. 

For America’s families, tax relief has come 
at just the right time. For a family of four 
with a household income of $40,000, tax re-
lief passed over the last 21⁄2 years means they 
get to keep nearly $2,000 more of their own 
money. 

Millions of families this past month re-
ceived checks for up to $400 per child be-
cause we increased the child tax credit. This 
tax relief, more than $13 billion worth, means 
that America’s workers can save, invest, and 
make purchases they have been putting off. 
Many moms and dads are using their extra 
income to take care of back-to-school ex-
penses. 

As consumer spending rises, manufactur-
ers are seeing more new orders for their 
goods. Low interest rates mean businesses 
have better balance sheets, and families have 
saved billions of dollars by refinancing their 
homes. These are the signs of a reviving 
economy. 

Now we must build on this progress and 
make sure that the economy creates enough 

new jobs for American workers. Next week 
I will travel to Ohio, Missouri, and Indiana 
to talk about my agenda for job creation 
across America. 

As part of this agenda, our Nation needs 
a comprehensive energy plan so that our 
businesses and homes can rely on a steady 
and affordable supply of energy. The recent 
blackout in the Northeast shows how impor-
tant reliable energy is to the American econ-
omy and demonstrates the need to take ac-
tion on good energy policy. So when Mem-
bers of Congress return from the summer 
recess, I will again ask them to pass a sound 
energy bill as soon as possible. 

America needs legal reform, because junk 
lawsuits can destroy a business, and they’re 
making health care coverage less affordable 
for employers and workers. And Congress 
must restrain Government spending so that 
we can bring the deficit down by half within 
the next 5 years. 

We must negotiate trade agreements with 
other nations. My administration will be vigi-
lant in making sure our agreements are fol-
lowed by all our trading partners. With free 
trade and a level playing field, American 
workers can successfully compete with any 
workers in the world. 

This long weekend is a well-deserved re-
ward for the millions of men and women who 
make this economy go. I wish all Americans 
a happy and restful Labor Day. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:55 a.m. on 
August 29 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 30. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 29 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Labor Day in 
Richfield, Ohio 
September 1, 2003

Thank you all. I don’t know about you, but 
we needed a little rain in Crawford. [Laugh-
ter] Send it that way, if you don’t mind. 
[Laughter] Thank you so much for coming 
out on Labor Day. I appreciate so many folks 
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enduring the rain to say hello to the Presi-
dent. I am thrilled you are here, and I’m 
thrilled I’m here. 

The working people of this country de-
serve a day off, and it looks like you’re enjoy-
ing it. [Laughter] I want you to know that 
I know the strength of the American econ-
omy comes from hard-working men and 
women. This country prospers because of 
people who give their best effort every day 
to support their families, to go to work, to 
make America a better place. One man who 
traveled with me today, who understands 
this, and who loves his country, is Mr. Frank 
Hanley. I’m proud to be traveling with him, 
and I know you’re proud to have him as your 
president. 

You know, it’s interesting that it was union 
leaders who first suggested a day to honor 
America’s workers. And I’m glad we do. And 
I’m proud to be here in Ohio with Ohio fami-
lies celebrating Labor Day. I’m grateful to 
the Operating Engineers for hosting us 
today. This union represents men and 
women of great skill and great professional 
pride. 

I want you to think back to that fateful 
day, September the 11th, and what happened 
afterwards. It was then that the whole world 
saw the skill and commitment and incredible 
work of the Operating Engineers who 
manned the heavy equipment to clear 
Ground Zero. You overcame unimaginable 
challenges; you removed the rubble in record 
time. You are now working to make sure 
America is prepared for any emergency, and 
this Nation is grateful for your skill and your 
sacrifice. 

We’re also grateful to some other hard-
working Americans who don’t have the day 
off, the people of the United States military 
who are winning the war against terror. The 
war against terror goes on. It goes on because 
we love freedom, and we’re not going to 
change, and our enemies hate freedom. It 
goes on because there are coldblooded killers 
who have hijacked a religion. It goes on be-
cause we refuse to relent. And the best way 
to protect our homeland, the best way to 
make sure that we listen to the lessons of 
September the 11th, 2001, the best way to 
do our solemn duty to the American people 

is to chase the killers down, one by one, and 
bring them to justice. 

And so on this Labor Day, when many 
have the day off, we thank our men and 
women who wear our uniform. We thank 
them and their families. We thank their sac-
rifice, and we want all to know, you make 
our Nation proud. 

I appreciate our Secretary of Labor, Elaine 
Chao, for her hard work and her outreach 
to labor leaders all across the country. 

I want to thank Jim Gardner, the general 
vice president and business manager of Local 
18 for—he’s the host of this event. I want 
to thank Jim for setting up this beautiful site 
and for the weather. [Laughter] 

I traveled today as well with Chuck Can-
terbury. He’s the president of the Fraternal 
Order of Police. I appreciate you coming, 
Chuck. I want to thank those who wear our 
Nation’s uniform when it comes to providing 
police protection and fire protection. We ap-
preciate your service. 

I like to remind people that a culture of 
responsibility is coming in America. One of 
the reasons why is that we see every day peo-
ple who are willing to serve something great-
er than themself in life. Our children see he-
roes again, because they see police men and 
women and firefighters and emergency 
teams and military personnel who sacrifice 
for something greater than themselves in life. 
And for all the officers who are with us today, 
I thank you for your line of service for Amer-
ica. 

I want to thank Governor Bob Taft for 
greeting me at the airport today. I appreciate 
so very much two United States—the two 
United States Senators from the State of 
Ohio who are with me today, and I suspect 
may be looking for a ride back to Wash-
ington—[laughter]—Senator George 
Voinovich and Senator Mike DeWine. Steve 
LaTourette and Ralph Regula, Members of 
the House of Representatives, are with us 
today as well, and I appreciate them coming. 
I mentioned Governor Taft, and Jennette 
Bradley, the Lieutenant Governor, is with us. 
Jim Trakas is with us, who is the Ohio State 
house majority leader. I want to thank all the 
local officials for coming out to say hello. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 23:58 Sep 08, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P36SET4.005 P36SET4



1133Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 1

Today I want to talk about our economy. 
I want people to understand that when some-
body wants to work and can’t find a job, it 
says we’ve got a problem in America that 
we’re going to deal with. We want everybody 
in this country working. We want people to 
be able to realize their personal dreams by 
finding a job. And we’ve got a lot of strengths 
in this economy. One of the greatest 
strengths, of course, is the workforce. We’ve 
got the best workers in the world. We’re the 
most productive workers in the entire world. 
Productivity is up. What productivity means 
is that we’ve got a lot of hard work, and we’re 
using new technologies to make people more 
effective when it comes to the job, and that’s 
important. 

You see, in 1979, it took more than 40 
hours of labor to make a car, and now it takes 
18 hours. We’re productive. Our workers are 
really productive in America. Higher produc-
tivity not only means we can produce better 
products, but it means our people are better 
off. The more productive you are, the better 
off our workers are. You see, it’s better to 
operate a backhoe than it is a shovel. That’s 
what we mean by productivity. Higher pro-
ductivity means that workers earn more, and 
it means it takes less time for workers to earn 
the money to buy the things they need. 

In 1908, the average factory worker had 
to labor for more than 2 years to buy a Model 
T—more than 2 years of work to buy a car. 
Today, you can buy a family vehicle for about 
7 months of salary. The higher the produc-
tivity rates, the better it is for American 
workers. We’re a productive nation because 
of the good, hard-working Americans, and 
that’s what we’re here to celebrate today. 

You know, I also want you to focus on what 
we have overcome. I mean, we’re a strong 
nation. We’ve got great foundations for 
growth, and we’ve overcome a lot as a coun-
try over the last couple of years. In early 
2000, the stock market started to decline. 
That affects you. It affects your savings. It 
affects your pension accounts. It was a fore-
runner of the recession that came. First quar-
ter of 2001, we were in recession, but we 
acted to come out of that recession. We acted 
with tax relief, and it created big noise and 
big debate in Washington. But here’s what 
I believe, and here’s what I know: When 

you’ve got more money in your pocket, it 
means you’re going to spend or save and in-
vest. And when you spend and save or invest, 
somebody is going to produce a product for 
you to be able to spend your money on. 
When somebody produces a product, it’s 
more likely somebody is going to be able to 
find a job. Tax relief was needed to stem the 
recession. 

They tell me it was a shallow recession. 
It was a shallow recession because of the tax 
relief. Some say, ‘‘Well, maybe the recession 
should have been deeper.’’ That bothers me 
when people say that. You see, a deeper re-
cession would have meant more families 
would have been out of work. I’m interested 
in solving problems quickly. I want more 
people working. 

No, we did the right thing with tax relief, 
and we were beginning to pull out when the 
terrorists hit us. And they struck us hard. 
Cost our American economy about $80 bil-
lion. The attack of September the 11th had 
a high price tag to it. That’s the equivalent 
of wiping out about one-fifth of Ohio’s econ-
omy. But we acted. Not only did we go on 
the offensive with a mighty and skilled mili-
tary; we did some things to keep our people 
back at work. 

And one of the things that the Operating 
Engineers know we did—and I want to thank 
Frank for working with us—is that we fought 
for terrorism reinsurance to make sure big 
construction projects stayed on schedule. We 
worked to preserve thousands of jobs for 
America’s construction workers, because we 
want people working in America. We want 
people to put food on the table. We want 
moms and dads to be able to do their duty 
as a mom or a dad. 

And so we began to recover from the ter-
rorist attacks, and then we found out some 
of the citizens, some of the corporate CEOs, 
forgot what it means to be a responsible 
American. They forgot to do their duty. They 
didn’t tell the truth to their shareholders and 
their employees. So we acted. We passed two 
new tough laws. And now the message is 
clear: If you don’t tell the truth, there is going 
to be serious consequences. We expect the 
best out of corporate America. 

Yet the economy was still bumping along. 
We hadn’t recovered from all the challenges, 
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and so we passed tax relief again. I called 
upon Congress to pass the jobs-and-growth 
package, and we lowered taxes once again 
to create jobs. When you reduce taxes, peo-
ple have more money. And I’m going to re-
mind you of what we did. If you’re a mom 
or a dad, we increased the child credit to 
$1,000 per child, and we put the checks in 
the mail, $400 additional per child for Amer-
ican families, so you get to decide to do 
with—with the money. It’s your choice. You 
see, after all, in Washington, we don’t spend 
the Government’s money; we spend your 
money. 

We reduced the marriage penalty. What 
kind of Tax Code is it that discourages mar-
riage? [Laughter] We want to encourage 
marriage. We gave incentives to small busi-
nesses so that they can hire more people. 
We reduced taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends to protect your savings accounts. We 
want the pension plans strong. We want the 
401(k)s doing well. We reduced all taxes. We 
thought it was fairer not to try to pick and 
choose winners. If you pay taxes, you deserve 
relief. Three million people are now off the 
tax rolls; 3.9 million households received tax 
relief. 

No, we’re making a difference. And the 
economy is beginning to grow, and that’s 
what I’m interested in. I come with an opti-
mistic message. I believe there are better 
days ahead for people who are working and 
looking for work. Economic output is rising 
faster than expected. Low interest rates mean 
that families can save billions by refinancing 
their homes. I bet some of you have refi-
nanced your homes, put a little extra money 
into your pocket. Consumer spending is on 
the rise. Companies are seeing more orders, 
especially orders for heavy equipment. 

No, things are getting better. But there 
are some things we’ve got to do to make sure 
the economy continues to grow. I want you 
to understand that I understand that Ohio 
manufacturers are hurting, that there’s a 
problem with the manufacturing sector. And 
I understand for a full recovery, to make sure 
people can find work, that manufacturing 
must do better. And we’ve lost thousands of 
jobs in manufacturing, some of it because of 
productivity gains—in other words, people 
can have the same output with fewer peo-

ple—but some of it because production 
moved overseas. 

So I told Secretary Don Evans of the Com-
merce Department, I want him to appoint 
an Assistant Secretary to focus on the needs 
of manufacturers, to make sure our manufac-
turing job base is strong and vibrant. In other 
words, any part of a good recovery for the 
State of Ohio and other manufacturing States 
has got to be for the manufacturing sector 
to come around. One way to make sure that 
we—the manufacturing sector does well is 
to send a message overseas, say, ‘‘Look, we 
expect there to be a fair playing field when 
it comes to trade.’’ See, we in America be-
lieve we can compete with anybody just so 
long as the rules are fair, and we intend to 
keep the rules fair. 

We have a responsibility that when some-
body hurts, Government has got to move. 
And that’s why we’ve signed extensions to 
the unemployment insurance, so people can 
get their feet back on the ground. Elaine’s 
Department, the Department of Labor, 
passes out emergency grants for people who 
are hurting to cover health care costs and 
child care costs and other critical needs. And 
that’s a useful role for the Government. 

I proposed to Congress a new idea to help 
people get back to work, particularly those 
that are—have the hardest time finding work. 
We call them reemployment accounts. I pro-
posed spending $3.6 billion to help a million 
Americans find work. We’d write—put some 
money aside for somebody to use for daycare 
or retraining, to be able to move. If they’re 
able to find a job in a prescribed period of 
time, they’d be able to keep the difference 
between what we gave them to begin with 
and what was unspent, in other words, a re-
employment bonus. It’s a novel approach to 
help a million Americans who are having a 
tough time finding work to find work. Reem-
ployment accounts make sense. Congress 
needs to act. 

We’ve also got to make sure that our peo-
ple get the right skills. Listen, technology 
changes. I understand that. You know that. 
We want our people to be trained, to keep 
up with new technology, just like they do 
right here. I want to thank the Operating En-
gineers. I want to thank Frank for his leader-
ship. I want to thank the local leaders for 
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their leadership and understanding that in 
order for a man or woman to stay up, there 
needs to be retraining opportunities. As our 
economy changes, people need to be re-
trained. The Operating Engineers do a great 
job right here of helping people. That’s all 
the worker wants, is to be helped, be given 
the skills necessary to realize his or her 
dreams. 

The high-growth job training initiative in 
this administration is aiming just to do that. 
It’s a collaborative effort with community 
colleges to help team up people with the jobs 
that are needed, to make sure that the 
changes in our economy don’t leave people 
behind. And education can help a lot, and 
we’re going to continue to stay focused on 
education in this administration. We not only 
want our little ones to be able to read and 
write and add and subtract; we want to make 
sure the older ones have a chance to realize 
the opportunities of tomorrow as well. And 
we will. 

And finally, I want to talk about another 
issue right quick—or two other issues right 
quick. One of them is, this country needs 
an energy policy. If you rely upon a manufac-
turing base for job employment, you need 
energy. We need a policy. I’ve been talking 
about this for a couple of years. Congress 
needs to get me an energy bill. You learned 
firsthand what it means to have a—what it 
means to modernize the electricity grid, if 
you know what I mean. [Laughter] The grid 
needs to be modernized. 

First, we need to find out—and will find 
out—what went wrong, why you had your 
electricity shut down out here. But we ought 
to use this as an opportunity to modernize 
the system. They used to have—in the law 
they had, you know, said these electricity 
deliverers could have voluntary reliability 
standards. We don’t need voluntary reliability 
standards. We need mandatory reliability 
standards. We want to make sure there’s in-
centives for people to put new poles in the 
ground and invest. 

The energy sector has been hamstrung by 
old laws. We need new laws. And I’ve been 
calling on Congress to do this. And when 
they get back, they need to stop politicking 
and get a good energy plan, so that we can 
make sure the economy continues to grow. 

I’ll tell you what else we need to do. We 
need to use our technologies to be able to 
explore for energy in environmentally friend-
ly ways. For the sake of national security, for 
the sake of economic security, we need to 
become less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy. 

A sound energy policy makes sense. And 
so does good highway policy. We proposed 
some increases over the last 6 years. These 
highway bills come in 6-year increments. I 
proposed $30 billion more spending on high-
ways over the next 6 than the last 6. We not 
only want to make sure our people can find 
jobs and work, like the people who are push-
ing these big equipment around, but we want 
people driving on better roads. We want to 
be able to deal with congestion so we can 
get our people moving around. 

There’s a lot we can do. We’ve done a lot 
to lay the foundation for economic growth. 
And there’s a lot we can do when Congress 
gets back to make sure that this economic 
recovery continues so people can find work. 
On Labor Day, we’re committed to helping 
those who have got a job keep a job and com-
mitted to those who are looking for work to 
find a job. That’s the commitment of this 
Labor Day. 

We’re also committed to our freedom and 
to peace, and we will stay on the offensive 
to protect our freedom. And we will stay with 
the notion that the more free societies are, 
the more peaceful they become. See, we love 
freedom and we love peace in America, and 
we intend to make the world a more peaceful 
place. This country will lead the world to 
peace. 

I really enjoy coming out and seeing peo-
ple bring their kids out. I want to thank you 
for bringing them. It reminds me of one of 
the things that’s happening in our country. 
It’s a new spirit in America. There’s a cultural 
change taking place, it seems like to me, and 
that is, we’re getting away from the era that 
said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead and do 
it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame 
somebody else,’’ to an era where in which 
each of understands we’re responsible for the 
decisions we make in life. 

If you’re a mom or a dad, if you’re lucky 
enough to be a parent, you’re responsible for 
loving your child with all your heart and all 
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your soul. That’s your job. If you’re worried 
about the quality of education in the neigh-
borhood in which you live, then you’re re-
sponsible for doing something about it. As 
I mentioned, if you happen to be a CEO 
in corporate America, you’re responsible for 
telling the truth. You’re responsible for treat-
ing your employees with respect. If you’re 
an American in the responsibility era, you’re 
responsible for loving a neighbor like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. 

I want to thank those of you who reach 
out to somebody who hurts, somebody in 
need. You see, the great strength of the coun-
try is not our military might or economic 
prowess; the great strength of the country 
is the heart and soul of the American people. 
Millions of acts of kindness and decency go 
on on a daily basis. Millions of acts of de-
cency and kindness help define the true 
worth and the true strength of this great 
American country. 

And so on Labor Day, a day in which we 
honor the worker, let us honor those who 
work to make our society and country a more 
compassionate place by helping a neighbor 
in need, by doing your job as a citizen of 
the country, by being a patriotic person, 
which means more than just putting your 
hand over your heart. It means serving your 
country in ways large and small, all aimed 
at lifting up this Nation, all aimed at keeping 
us the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at the 
Richfield Training Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Frank Hanley, general president, Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers; James H. 
Gardner, business manager, International Union 
of Operating Engineers Local 18; Chuck Canter-
bury, national president, Fraternal Order of Po-
lice; Gov. Bob Taft and Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley 
of Ohio; and James Trakas, majority whip, Ohio 
State house of representatives.

Proclamation 7698—National 
Alcohol and Drug Addiction 
Recovery Month, 2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Alcohol addiction and drug addiction con-

tinue to challenge our Nation. Addiction to 
alcohol or drugs destroys family ties, friend-
ship, ambition, and moral conviction, and re-
duces the richness of life to a single destruc-
tive desire. During National Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we seek to 
remind all Americans, particularly those who 
struggle with alcohol or drug addiction, that 
recovery is possible. This year’s theme, ‘‘Join 
the Voices of Recovery: Celebrating Health,’’ 
salutes the thousands of Americans currently 
striving to address their alcohol or drug ad-
diction, and the many professionals, volun-
teers, clergy, community groups, friends, and 
family members who support others in over-
coming addiction. 

For the addicted, the fight is an ongoing 
struggle for their own lives. The process of 
treatment and recovery is personal, and each 
individual’s treatment needs are different. 
And as a result, treatment programs must ad-
dress a wide range of physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual needs. When properly 
tailored, alcohol and drug addiction treat-
ment can be very effective. 

Last year, approximately 100,000 individ-
uals who sought treatment for alcohol and 
drug addiction were unable to receive the 
help they needed. To address this problem, 
I have proposed a new initiative, Access to 
Recovery, that will increase the availability 
and effectiveness of treatment programs. 
With $600 million, an additional 300,000 
Americans will gain access to needed treat-
ment over the next 3 years. 

Access to Recovery will build on existing 
alcohol and drug treatment services by offer-
ing greater choices to those seeking treat-
ment. Our Nation is blessed with many re-
covery programs that do exceptional work, 
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and we must make these programs available 
to more people. By providing vouchers that 
enable those struggling with addiction to get 
help from a wide range of sources that work, 
including faith-based and community organi-
zations, we will expand treatment options and 
accountability. This flexibility will strengthen 
our system and offer more hope to those in 
need. 

My Administration has taken important 
steps to cut off illegal drug supplies and re-
duce demand through anti-drug education. 
For those who become addicted to drugs or 
to alcohol, my Administration is committed 
to tearing down the stigma attached to recov-
ery so that more people will seek the help 
they need. Alcohol addiction and drug addic-
tion are diseases that touch all Americans—
young and old, rich and poor, male and fe-
male. As a Nation, we must continue our ef-
forts to offer the best possible opportunities, 
settings, and approaches to prevent and treat 
alcohol and drug addiction. By caring for 
those who need treatment, we are building 
a more welcoming and compassionate cul-
ture that values every life. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon all the people of 
the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 5.

Proclamation 7699—National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 
2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
It is estimated that more than 25,000 

American women will be diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer this year and that more than 
14,000 will die from this disease. During Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we 
seek to increase understanding of ovarian 
cancer and the importance of early detection, 
and to recognize the advances made to elimi-
nate this disease. 

Early detection and education are critical 
to treating ovarian cancer. Today, only half 
of the women diagnosed with this disease are 
expected to survive 5 years or more. How-
ever, the 5-year survival rate for those whose 
cancer is detected early is more than 90 per-
cent. When the disease is discovered in its 
early stages, doctors are able to treat it with 
standard methods, such as surgery, chemo-
therapy, and radiation therapy. 

Researchers have made significant 
progress in developing screening tests that 
can accurately diagnose ovarian cancer. 
Much work remains, however, before we can 
reliably detect the disease in its earliest 
stages when treatment is most effective. I 
urge all women to talk to their doctors about 
ovarian cancer and the best course of action 
to detect and treat this deadly disease. Doing 
so is particularly important for women aged 
40 or older, those with a family history of 
ovarian cancer, and those with a personal his-
tory of breast, endometrial, or colon cancer. 
And I urge individuals across the country to 
learn more about this disease and what can 
be done to reduce the number of individuals 
who suffer from it. 

In addition to encouraging early detection 
and increasing awareness about ovarian can-
cer, we must continue to advance our knowl-
edge through research. Scientists at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
National Cancer Institute, the Department 
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of Defense, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, other Federal agencies, and private 
companies are working hard to discover the 
causes of ovarian cancer and to design more 
effective screening and treatment options. 
Through their research, we hope to learn 
how to reduce the chances of developing this 
disease, how to recognize it in its earliest 
stages, and how to successfully treat women 
in every stage of ovarian cancer. The vision 
and determination of these professionals, 
along with the courage of the women who 
participate in clinical trials, are helping to 
turn today’s research advances into tomor-
row’s success stories. 

My Administration remains committed to 
supporting research efforts to help find a 
cure for ovarian cancer. My fiscal year 2004 
budget proposal includes more than $5.6 bil-
lion for cancer research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. This investment will lead to 
a better understanding of ovarian cancer and 
greater hope for women who suffer from this 
disease. Through education and continued 
research, we can win the fight against ovarian 
cancer and save the lives of thousands of 
American women. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 
as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 5.

Proclamation 7700—National 
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Prostate cancer is the second most com-

mon form of cancer among men in the 
United States. This year alone, it is estimated 
that more than 220,000 new cases of prostate 
cancer will be diagnosed and that nearly 
29,000 men will die from this disease. During 
National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
we seek to increase understanding about the 
risk factors of prostate cancer, the impor-
tance of a healthy lifestyle, and the benefits 
of detecting the disease in its earliest stages, 
when it is most treatable. 

Although the exact cause of prostate can-
cer is unknown, several factors have been 
found to increase the risk of developing this 
disease. Men aged 65 years or older make 
up about 70 percent of all diagnosed prostate 
cancer cases. In addition, a man’s risk of de-
veloping prostate cancer doubles if a father 
or brother has been diagnosed with the dis-
ease. 

Making healthy choices is critical to pre-
vent prostate cancer and many other dis-
eases. Research suggests that some men may 
be able to reduce their risk of prostate cancer 
by eating healthy foods and exercising on a 
regular basis. 

Early detection is important in successfully 
treating prostate cancer. Preventative 
screenings can reveal a man’s current health 
status and identify whether he needs to ad-
just his diet or behavior. I urge men, particu-
larly those over 50, to learn more about the 
disease and to talk to their doctors about 
when to start preventative screening. 
Healthcare providers can advise men as to 
which tests are most appropriate. Through 
early detection and treatment, we can reduce 
the number of deaths caused by prostate can-
cer. 

Today, our Nation is on the leading edge 
of new discoveries. As we continue to make 

VerDate jul 14 2003 23:58 Sep 08, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P36SET4.005 P36SET4



1139Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 3

advancements in medicine, my Administra-
tion remains committed to learning the 
causes of prostate cancer and finding a cure. 
My fiscal year 2004 budget proposal includes 
more than $13 million for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to conduct, 
support, and promote efforts that increase 
awareness of screening and early detection, 
and more than $5.6 billion for cancer re-
search at the National Institutes of Health. 
Through my HealthierUS Initiative, my Ad-
ministration is also encouraging all citizens 
to lead healthier lives by eating right, exer-
cising, and taking advantage of preventative 
screening. By working together, we will im-
prove our ability to prevent, treat, and cure 
prostate cancer. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 
as National Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon government officials, 
businesses, communities, healthcare profes-
sionals, educators, volunteers, and all people 
of the United States to reaffirm our Nation’s 
strong and continuing commitment to pre-
vent, treat, and cure prostate cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 5.

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Protocol to the Denmark-United 
States Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce, and Navigation 
September 2, 2003

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol to the Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation Be-

tween the United States and Denmark of Oc-
tober 1, 1951, signed at Copenhagen on May 
2, 2001. I transmit also, for the information 
of the Senate, the report of the Department 
of State with respect to this protocol. 

The protocol will establish the legal basis 
by which the United States may issue treaty-
investor (E–2) visas to qualified nationals of 
Denmark, by supplementing the U.S.-Den-
mark friendship, commerce, and navigation 
(FCN) treaty to allow for entry and sojourn 
of investors, a benefit provided in the large 
majority of U.S. FCN treaties. United States 
investors are already eligible for Danish visas 
that offer comparable benefits to those that 
would be accorded nationals of Denmark 
under E–2 visa status. 

The United States has long championed 
the benefits of an open investment climate, 
both at home and abroad. It is the policy 
of the United States to welcome market-driv-
en foreign investment and to permit capital 
to flow freely to seek its highest return. Den-
mark also provides an open investment cli-
mate. Visas for investors facilitate investment 
activity, and thus directly support U.S. policy 
objectives. 

I recommend that the Senate consider this 
protocol as soon as possible, and give its ad-
vice and consent to ratification of the pro-
tocol at an early date. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 2, 2003.

Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for 
the Chile and Singapore Free Trade 
Agreements 
September 3, 2003

Good afternoon. Thanks for coming. I’m 
honored to welcome you to the White House, 
and I’m pleased that you could join us today 
as the United States takes an important step 
to promote economic growth, to bring lower 
prices to American consumers, and to gen-
erate high-wage jobs for American workers. 

With the agreements I sign today, Amer-
ica’s economic relationships with Chile and 
Singapore will be based on free trade, and 
we will be bound even closer to two of our 
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good friends. The benefits will flow to all our 
countries. And by these agreements, we are 
moving toward a great goal, a world that 
trades in freedom in the Western Hemi-
sphere, in Asia, and beyond. I want to thank 
all those who worked so hard to complete 
these agreements. I commend the Members 
of the Congress for moving quickly to ap-
prove this implementing legislation. 

I’m pleased to be joined by members of 
my Cabinet who have worked hard on these 
agreements and are working hard on future 
agreements to be passed. Secretary of State 
Powell is doing a fabulous job on behalf of 
the American people, Secretary Ann 
Veneman of the Department of Agriculture, 
Secretary Don Evans, Department of Com-
merce, and our Trade Representative, Bob 
Zoellick. 

I also appreciate the Members of Congress 
who are up here with me today, Senators 
Hatch and Baucus; as well as Chairman Bill 
Thomas, David Dreier, and Phil Crane from 
the House of Representatives, good, strong 
Members of the Senate and the House who 
have worked closely with this administration 
to create an environment for economic 
growth and high-wage jobs through free 
trade. 

I also welcome other Members of the Sen-
ate and the House who are with us today. 
Thank you all for coming. The stage just 
wasn’t big enough for you. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Ambassador Bianchi from 
Chile and also Ambassador Heng Chee Chan 
from Singapore. I appreciate you all coming. 
I want to thank the representatives of the 
business community who are here with us 
today. 

We support free trade in America because 
it is vital to the creation of jobs. It’s vital 
to the success of our economy. Exports ac-
counted for roughly one quarter—one quar-
ter—of our economy’s growth in the 1990s. 

Jobs and exporting plants pay wages that 
average up to 18 percent more than jobs in 
nonexporting plants. Over the past decade, 
NAFTA and the Uruguay Round have raised 
the standards of living of the average Amer-
ican family of four by up to $2,000 a year. 
Free trade is important for the American cit-
izen. The continued advance of free trade 
is essential to this Nation’s prosperity. 

The United States also supports free trade 
because a world that trades in freedom will 
grow in prosperity and in security. For devel-
oping nations, free trade tied to economic 
reform has helped to lift hundreds of millions 
of people out of poverty. The growth of eco-
nomic freedom and ownership in developing 
countries creates the habits of liberty and 
creates the pressure for democracy and polit-
ical reform. Economic integration through 
trade can also foster political cooperation by 
promoting peace between nations. As free 
trade expands across the Earth, the realm of 
human freedom expands with it. 

When Congress passed trade promotion 
authority last year, I promised to use that 
tool aggressively to open up new markets for 
American exporters and to help create high-
paying jobs for American workers, and we 
moved. I want to thank Ambassador Zoellick 
and his team from all across our administra-
tion for getting to work right away, and we’ve 
seen results. 

The free trade agreement with Chile is our 
first ever with a South American country. 
The agreement will benefit many American 
industries, including agriculture and con-
struction equipment, autos and auto parts, 
computers, medical equipment, paper prod-
ucts, and financial services. American-made 
heavy machinery, such as a motor grader, 
costs $11,220 more in Chile because of extra 
tariffs. If that machinery were made in Can-
ada or the European Union, it would carry 
no tariff. Our trade agreement with Chile will 
eliminate these kinds of tariffs, and our man-
ufacturers will be able to compete on a level 
playing field. And as we sell that heavy equip-
ment into Chile, somebody is more likely to 
find work in America in a good, high-paying 
job. 

The agreement with Chile also includes 
new protections for intellectual property, a 
secure legal framework for U.S. investors, 
and strong provisions for protecting labor 
and the environment. For decades, Chile has 
proven the power of open trade and sound 
policies. It has become one of the strongest 
economies in the developing world. By estab-
lishing free trade with the world’s largest 
economy, Chile will have the opportunity to 
advance even further and to help make the 
entire region more prosperous. 
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The agreement between the United States 
and Singapore is also historic, the first be-
tween the United States and an Asia-Pacific 
country. Singapore is already America’s 12th-
largest trading partner and imports a full 
range of American products, from machine 
parts and computers to agricultural products. 
This agreement will increase access to Singa-
pore’s dynamic markets for America’s export-
ers and service providers and investors. The 
agreement contains state-of-the-art protec-
tions for Internet commerce and intellectual 
property that will help drive growth and in-
novation in our technology sectors. There are 
also strong labor and environmental protec-
tions in our agreement with Singapore. 

I signed this legislation today fully expect-
ing to sign many more free trade agreements. 
We’re now negotiating with Australia and 
Morocco, five nations in Central America, 
and the Southern African Customs Union. 
Soon we will begin negotiations with Bahrain 
and the Dominican Republic. We’re working 
with 33 other nations in our hemisphere to 
create the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 
We’re encouraging the free flow of com-
merce and investment among our partners 
in APEC and ASEAN and hope to build on 
the success of our trade agreements with Jor-
dan and Israel by establishing a U.S.-Middle 
East free trade area within a decade to create 
new opportunity and new hope in a region 
that needs both. 

The greatest gains from world trade will 
come from completing the World Trade Or-
ganization’s global negotiations. We made 
good progress since the negotiations started 
nearly 2 years ago, and WTO members can 
build on this progress next week in Cancun, 
Mexico. Completing the global negotiations 
by the 2005 deadline is essential, because 
opening global markets is a pathway to eco-
nomic success for rich and poor nations alike. 
The spread of free trade reflects this Nation’s 
convictions. We believe in the dignity of 
every human being. We believe in freedom. 

Free trade also serves the interests of the 
United States. It serves in the interest of our 
workers. We will benefit from more trading 
partners around the world. We want our 
partners to grow in wealth. We want them 
to grow in freedom. Chile and Singapore are 

examples of economic liberty and dem-
onstrate the great promise of trade. I’m hon-
ored to sign into law these two pieces of legis-
lation implementing our free trade agree-
ments with our friends Chile and Singapore. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chile’s Ambassador, Andres 
Bianchi; and Singapore’s Ambassador, Heng Chee 
Chan. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Kingdom 
of The Netherlands 

September 3, 2003

President Bush and Prime Minister 
Balkenende today agreed that progress in 
fighting the global tragedy of HIV/AIDS re-
quires more and better coordination among 
donor and recipient governments, inter-
national organizations, non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs), and the private sector. 

The United States and the Netherlands 
therefore agree to cooperate on HIV/AIDS 
prevention, treatment, and care in countries 
in which both the United States and the 
Netherlands have significant activities, in-
cluding countries that will receive special 
focus in the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief. The plan will start in Rwanda 
and Ghana and may expand to Zambia, Ethi-
opia, and possibly Sudan once a peace agree-
ment is signed. 

The cooperation agreement will highlight 
political leadership and public-private part-
nerships, which are a focus of both the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and 
the Netherlands 2003 AIDS Action Plan. 

This cooperation agreement is the first 
step of a joint initiative in which the United 
States and the Netherlands will seek to co-
ordinate HIV/AIDS activities, strategies, and 
programs in African countries. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Remarks in Kansas City, Missouri 
September 4, 2003

Thank you very much. Please be seated. 
I appreciate the warm welcome. It’s nice to 
be back here in Kansas City. I feel com-
fortable here. After all, it’s a place of good 
baseball, pretty good football, and really good 
barbecue. 

I have come to this important city, right 
here in the heart of America, to speak about 
the future of our Nation’s economy. I want 
to talk about jobs and job creation. Kansas 
City in many ways symbolizes the incredible 
energy and ingenuity and flexibility of our 
economy. It wasn’t all that long ago that Kan-
sas City was known for rail lines and stock-
yards. Now, the economy is a more modern 
economy because of the spirit of enterprise 
that exists here and because of the willing-
ness for the people to work hard, because 
of the optimism of the people in this part 
of the world. And I share your optimism 
about the future of this Nation. 

America’s economy today is showing signs 
of promise. We’re emerging from a period 
of national challenge and economic uncer-
tainty. The hard work of our people and the 
good policies of our Government are paying 
off. Our economy is starting to grow again. 
Americans are feeling more confident. I am 
determined to work with the United States 
Congress to turn these hopeful signs into 
lasting growth and greater prosperity and 
more jobs. 

I want to thank Terry Dunn for his kind 
introduction. I like a good short introduction. 
[Laughter] I appreciate Pete Levi, the presi-
dent of the Greater Chamber. 

I flew from Washington here today with 
two fine Americans: Senator Jim Talent, 
who’s doing a great job for the people of Mis-
souri, and Congressman Sam Graves. 

On the plane ride down, Sam told me that 
his mother was going to be here today. And 
I said, ‘‘I hope you’re still listening to your 
mother.’’ [Laughter] I’m still listening to 
mine—[laughter]—most of the time. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank Paul Rodriguez and CiCi 
Rojas from the Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce for—[applause]. I also want to thank 
the board of directors and the members of 

the chamber for allowing me to come to dis-
cuss with you the future of this country. 

Before I do so, though, I had the honor 
of meeting Tom Holcom. He’s a Missouri na-
tive who was out there at Air Force One 
when—at the airport when we landed, to 
greet me at Air Force One. He started Angel 
Flight Central. He is a—it’s a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides free air transportation 
to those in need due to a crisis. 

The reason I bring this up is that I know 
the great strength of America is the heart 
and soul of the American people. And every-
where I go, I like to herald those quiet heroes 
who are making a difference in people’s lives 
by volunteering time. I like to tell people that 
it’s important for this Nation to usher in a 
period of personal responsibility. And part 
of a responsibility society is to love a neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

I want to thank Tom for using his time 
and talent to help somebody in need. I want 
to thank you all, if you’re a member of the 
army of compassion in this United States of 
America, for serving your community by 
helping somebody who hurts, by reaching out 
a hand to a neighbor in need. No, Govern-
ment can help. We can pass out money. But 
Government cannot put hope in people’s 
hearts or a sense of purpose in people’s lives. 
That is done when a kind soul puts their arm 
around a brother and sister in need and says, 
‘‘I love you. What can I do to help?’’

Events of the last few years have revealed 
the amazing resilience of our Nation’s econ-
omy. In our country’s history, recessions have 
typically resulted from single, unexpected 
shocks such as spikes in energy prices or sud-
den shifts in markets. Since 2000, our econ-
omy has been dealt not just one shock, but 
three—a set of challenges with few parallels 
in American history. 

First, the stock market began a steady de-
cline in March 2000, as investors realized 
that the economy was not healthy. Businesses 
faced overcapacity during that period of time 
and cut their budgets for new investment in 
technology or equipment. And by early 2001, 
this economy was in recession. 

And secondly, we were attacked on a fate-
ful day, September the 11th, 2001. An enemy 
which hates America attacked us and killed 
a lot of our citizens. It brought our Nation 
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great grief and shock, and it disrupted our 
economy. The stock market shut down for 
days. Commercial airlines were devastated. 
Travel and tourism industry has struggled 
since, and the costs of higher security are 
still being paid. The economic impact of 
those attacks is estimated at $80 billion in 
economic damage and lost output, which is 
nearly equivalent to wiping out the entire 
economy of Kansas for one year. 

The economic impact of September the 
11th continued because of the uncertainty 
from the war on terror—from operations in 
Afghanistan or war on terror in Iraq or re-
lentless hunt for the killers. In times of con-
flict, decisionmakers are hesitant to make 
major purchases, businesses are hesitant to 
hire new people. The march to war is not 
conducive for hopeful investment. Our mili-
tary campaigns in the war on terror have cost 
our Treasury and our economy. Yet, they 
have prevented greater costs. 

We will protect this Nation from further 
attack and, therefore, protecting our econ-
omy from major disruption. The safety of our 
people, the security of the American people 
is of paramount concern to me. With a broad 
coalition, we are taking and will continue to 
take action around the globe. We will remain 
on the offensive against terrorist killers. We 
will stay on the offensive, and this Nation 
will prevail. [Applause] Thank you. 

As we fought this war, our Nation’s econ-
omy was dealt a third major blow. We discov-
ered corporate malfeasance in boardrooms 
across America. The scandals—corporate 
scandals—erased savings of Americans—of 
some Americans. It forced the layoffs of 
thousands, and it undermined the confidence 
of investors. But we took action. I signed 
tough new laws. In an era of personal respon-
sibility, if you’re a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, we expect you to tell the truth to your 
shareholders and employees alike. And if you 
don’t, there’s going to be serious con-
sequence. 

In each case, this administration did not 
stand by and hope that the problem would 
solve itself. We acted with a strong belief in 
the spirit of the American people and in free 
markets. We acted to keep the entrepre-
neurial spirit of America alive and well. I 
based decisions on a fundamental principle: 

When our economy is struggling, the best 
thing that Government can do to stimulate 
growth is to let people keep more of their 
own money. 

So I asked for and the Congress passed 
major reductions in Federal taxes. We low-
ered taxes of every American who pays taxes. 
We raised the child credit to $1,000 per 
child. We reduced the marriage penalty. 
Seems like to me the Tax Code ought to en-
courage marriage, not discourage marriage. 

These actions have brought substantial 
savings to the taxpayers and have been crit-
ical in fighting the effects of recession. Under 
the tax relief we passed in 2001 and 2003, 
a married couple with two children and a 
household income of $40,000 have seen their 
Federal income tax bill fall this year from 
$1,978 to $45. 

Thanks in part to the reductions we 
passed, real disposable personal income—
that which is left in paychecks and other in-
come after taxes are taken out—has in-
creased at 3.4-percent rate in the first 21⁄2 
years of my administration. That’s a faster 
increase than the pace set in the 1990s. Peo-
ple are keeping more of their own money. 

That tax relief is taking pressure off of fam-
ilies and is adding momentum to economic 
growth. Tax relief came at the exact right 
time. I say that because during the first year 
of a typical recession, consumer spending 
rises only at 0.3 percent. That’s a typical re-
cession. In the most recent recession, thanks 
in part to the tax cuts, consumer spending 
rose by nearly 10 times that rate. When peo-
ple have more money in their pocket, con-
sumer spending will stay strong, and that 
spending has continued. 

Throughout this recession, consumers 
have shown a belief in America’s future by 
buying homes. In the typical recession, hous-
ing investment falls by 10 percent and 
doesn’t recover for nearly 2 years. Thanks to 
tax relief and low interest rates, housing in-
vestment dropped by only one percent in this 
recession and then began to rise above pre-
recession levels within only one year. 

This July, housing starts reached their 
highest level since 1986. Homeownership in 
America is now at 68 percent, one of the 
highest levels ever recorded. And many 
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Americans have refinanced their homes, sav-
ing themselves billions of dollars. And that 
helps our economy grow as well. 

As Americans grow more confident and 
make more purchases, small and large busi-
nesses around the country are seeing the 
benefits. Purchasing managers have reported 
rising new orders for both goods and services 
in each month since May. Orders for high-
tech equipment have been declining—had 
been declining since 2000. They have risen 
steadily since April. 

Investors are showing greater confidence 
in the stock market. Thanks to our efforts 
to reduce taxes on stock dividends, dozens 
of major companies have announced plans 
to either increase their existing dividend pay-
out or pay dividends for the first time, which 
will put billions of dollars in cash into the 
pockets of American shareholders. And that 
is good for our economy. 

For small businesses—and I know we’ve 
got some small-business owners here today—
the outlook is improving. I found it inter-
esting that Americans are starting sole pro-
prietorships at a faster rate than they did in 
the 1990s. The tax relief we passed helps 
small businesses. Most small businesses are 
either sole proprietorships or Subchapter S 
corporations, which means they pay tax at the 
individual income tax level. And therefore, 
when you reduce individual income taxes, 
you’re providing much needed capital for 
small businesses all across America. 

Since small businesses create most of the 
new jobs in America, we recognized we 
needed to do more. And so, we gave further 
encouragement to small businesses by raising 
the annual expense deduction from $25,000 
to $100,000. By helping small businesses, by 
creating the environment for capital accumu-
lation and capital investment at the small-
business level, not only are we sustaining the 
entrepreneurial spirit in America, but we’re 
helping Americans find work. 

The recession was hard on a lot of Ameri-
cans. Over the past 21⁄2 years, I’ve met with 
dozens of our fellow citizens, families who 
have struggled to meet emergency bills, sen-
iors who saw their savings hurt by stock mar-
ket declines, small-business owners who had 
to put in a lot of work just to keep their 
dream alive. These Americans were helped 

by tax relief. Had we not taken action, this 
economy would have been in a deeper reces-
sion. It would have been longer, and as many 
as 1.5 million Americans who went to work 
this morning would have been out of a job. 

Instead, because we did act, the recession 
was one of the shallowest in modern eco-
nomic history. Some critics, who opposed tax 
relief to start with, are still opposing it. They 
argue we should return to the way things 
were in 2001. What they’re really saying is 
they want to raise taxes. Higher taxes will 
not create one job in America. Raising taxes 
would hurt economic growth. Tax relief is 
putting this Nation on the path to prosperity, 
and I intend to keep it on the path to pros-
perity. 

I was told of a story of the Nebraska Fur-
niture Mart. It’s an interesting American 
story. It’s a story of a family that started this 
company in Omaha, Nebraska, and they 
wanted to build a store right here in Kansas 
City, Kansas. It wasn’t the best time to open 
up a store, but the people running the com-
pany thought it was a good risk, a good mar-
ket. They planned on bringing—or hiring 550 
new workers for their new store, because the 
tax relief we passed put more money in peo-
ple’s pockets, and the demand for the goods 
they sold in that store was greater than they 
expected. So Furniture Mart hired 1,000 
people instead of 550. 

Robert Batt and his family—they run the 
company—he said this; he said, ‘‘We just be-
lieve in America, and we do what we excel 
at, selling furniture. The customers are out 
there. We’ve never had a layoff in 67 years.’’ 
Not only have they not had a layoff in 67 
years, they had enough confidence and the 
policies of the administration were working 
such that they were able to provide work for 
1,000 of our fellow citizens. 

Even as this economy is looking up, it’s 
hard to feel confidence if you’re somebody 
looking for a job. People who have been hit 
hard in the manufacturing sector know what 
I’m talking about. Parts of this country are 
not doing as well as they should, regions like 
the Pacific Northwest and parts of the Mid-
west. Part of the current problem is that job 
creation lags behind improvements in the 
overall economy. Of course, it takes a while 
for job creation to catch up. Usually, when 
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the economy comes out of a recession, jobs 
are the last thing to arrive. Employers tend 
to rely on overtime until they’re sure it makes 
sense to hire another worker. 

Yet, there’s another basic reason for lag-
ging employment, and that is increases in 
worker productivity. Over the long term, 
higher productivity lifts workers’ wages and 
standards of living, and it helps the economy. 
We’ve got the most productive workers in 
the world right here in America. And that’s 
good for the long-term economic prospects. 
You see, higher levels of productivity means 
that we’ll see better paying jobs for the 
American worker. But there is a downside 
in the short term. When a business can 
produce more per employee—in other 
words, productivity has gone up per person—
it does not hire new people right away to 
meet rising demand. 

So therefore, the agenda that I’ve got and 
I’m going to describe to you, to build on what 
we have done already, has one thing in mind, 
and that is, our economy must grow faster 
than productivity increases to make sure that 
people can find a job. I’m interested in 
Americans going to work. That’s what I’m 
interested in. 

And we will continue to help individuals 
get through the tough times and to prepare 
for better times. My administration sup-
ported the extensions of the unemployment 
benefits so that people that have been laid 
off get the help they need. Our economy de-
mands new and different skills. We are a 
changing economy. And therefore, we must 
constantly educate workers to be able to fill 
the jobs of the 21st century. 

And so, therefore, I went to Congress and 
asked for increased funding for Pell grants 
for higher education scholarships. Now, 
more than 1.9 million community college stu-
dents receive those grants. Community col-
leges are great places for people to learn new 
skills so they can fill the new jobs of the 21st 
century. And that’s why the Department of 
Labor has begun a high-tech job training ini-
tiative to create partnerships between em-
ployers—those people who know what kind 
of jobs are needed—community colleges, 
and career centers so that those looking for 
work can match education and the skills they 
learn with the jobs that actually exist. 

And for those who are having the hardest 
time finding work, I proposed to the Con-
gress a new idea called Reemployment Ac-
counts. These accounts will provide a job-
seeker with up to $3,000 to pay for training, 
daycare, transportation, relocation expenses, 
whatever it takes to find a new job. And if 
they find a job quicker than the allotted time 
for the $3,000, they get to keep the dif-
ference between what they’ve spent and the 
$3,000 as a reemployment bonus. These ac-
counts, if Congress will act, will help more 
than 1 million of our fellow citizens receive 
the training necessary to become employ-
able, to meet the—to be able to fill the new 
jobs of the 21st century. 

What’s interesting is, right now, is that as 
the economy is getting a little better, employ-
ers are now beginning to decide whether to 
hire more workers. Hiring is a big decision, 
especially big for a small company. After all, 
when you take on a new employee, you not 
only show confidence in the person; you’ve 
got to have confidence in your company’s fu-
ture. And there are six specific actions we 
can take to help build that confidence, so 
that people can find a job. 

First, people are more likely to find work 
if health care costs are reasonable and pre-
dictable. Adding an employee often requires 
more than paying a wage. You know that. 
It means providing benefits such as health 
insurance. But company costs for health ben-
efits have been rising nearly 10 percent a year 
since 2000. These increases cut the capacity 
to create jobs, and we’ve got to deal with 
them. We’ve got to take this issue straight 
on. 

We can help small businesses by allowing 
them to join together to shop for health in-
surance, allowing them to pool their risks in 
what’s called associated health care plans. It 
makes sense to give small businesses the 
same bargaining power that big companies 
enjoy, so they can reduce their health care 
costs. The House of Representatives has 
passed a good bill. It is time for the Senate 
to act. I thank Senator Talent for his support 
and leadership. 

In order to address another cost of rising 
health care, we must fix the problem of frivo-
lous lawsuits against our doctors and hos-
pitals. Litigation or the fear of litigation is 
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causing doctors to quit the practice of medi-
cine. Medicine is becoming less accessible 
because of the frivolous lawsuits. And the 
doctors that continue to practice who fear 
a lawsuit will try to protect themselves from 
the lawsuit by overprescribing, by covering 
themselves, by practicing defensive medi-
cine, which drives up the cost of health care 
for everybody. And it drives up the cost of 
health care to the Federal budget. Frivolous 
lawsuits increase the cost to the Federal 
budget because of increases in Medicaid 
costs and Medicare costs and veterans’ costs. 
Therefore, medical liability reform is a na-
tional issue that requires a national solution. 

I proposed to the United States Congress 
a reasonable reform for medical liability. Any 
patient that has been harmed should recover 
all economic damages. We should have a cap 
of $250,000 on noneconomic damages. If 
harm is caused by serious misconduct, we 
ought to have reasonable punitive damages. 
The House passed the bill; it is stuck in the 
Senate. It is time for the United States Sen-
ate to pass medical liability reform, for the 
sake of job creation in America. 

Secondly, we ought to take action on a law-
suit culture that affects the workers in every 
business, not just the docs. Industry esti-
mates show that litigation is a $200-billion-
a-year burden on the U.S. economy. Obvi-
ously, when big money goes to trial lawyers, 
it doesn’t go to workers. So I proposed—and 
the House has approved, and it’s stuck in the 
Senate—an idea to help relieve the cost of 
lawsuits. And that is class action reform. We 
ought to make it easier to move class action 
and mass tort lawsuits into the Federal courts 
so that trial lawyers won’t be able to shop 
around our country to find a favorable court. 

And as we are reforming class action, it 
also makes sense to make sure that when a 
verdict is handed down, that the money actu-
ally goes to the people who have been 
harmed. 

Thirdly, a growing economy depends on 
steady, affordable, reliable supplies of en-
ergy. And yet, as we’ve seen recently, busi-
nesses have had to cope with constant uncer-
tainty, uncertainty because of shortages and 
energy price spikes or blackouts. It is hard 
to be able to plan for the future when you’re 
worried about energy supply. And this is es-

pecially true for manufacturing companies, 
which use about a third of the Nation’s en-
ergy. 

And so we needed a comprehensive na-
tional energy plan, one that seeks to upgrade 
the electricity grid, that makes reliability 
standards by those who deliver electricity 
mandatory, not voluntary. We need to pro-
mote new technologies and alternative 
sources of energy. Someday we may just be 
growing our energy right here in the State 
of Missouri. But in the meantime, we’ve got 
to find more sources of energy here at home 
in an environmentally friendly way. I’ve been 
calling for Congress to pass a comprehensive 
energy plan for 2 years. For the sake of na-
tional security, for the sake of economic secu-
rity, we need to be less reliant on foreign 
sources of energy. 

People are more likely to find work if the 
resources of businesses are not spent com-
plying with endless and unreasonable Gov-
ernment regulation from Washington, DC. 
We will meet our duty to enforce laws, 
whether it be environmental protection laws 
or worker safety laws. But we want to sim-
plify regulations in this administration. And 
we’re working hard to do so. 

I’ll just give you one example. We stream-
lined tax reporting requirements for small 
businesses, helping 2.6 million small busi-
nesses save what is estimated to be 61 million 
hours of unproductive work. By streamlining 
regulations, by making regulations more sim-
ple, the small businesses that were affected 
by this change have now got more money 
to invest in their businesses, which means 
it’s more likely they will hire somebody. Eas-
ing the burden of excessive regulation on all 
businesses is important for job creation all 
across our country. 

Fifth, people are more likely to find work 
if we continue to expand trading opportuni-
ties for our goods and services. My adminis-
tration is opening up new markets around 
the world for products that carry the inter-
national mark of quality, a label that says, 
made or produced in America. 

Yesterday I signed legislation creating free 
trade agreements with Singapore and Chile. 
These agreements will lower tariffs on Amer-
ican-made goods and make our goods more 
competitive abroad. 
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Let me give you an example of what I’m 
talking about. American-made heavy machin-
ery, such as motor grader, costs $11,200 
more when sold in Chile because of extra 
tariffs. If that machinery were made in Can-
ada or the European Union, it would carry 
no tariff. Therefore, an American product, 
because of the tariffs that existed, were 
priced out of the reach of the buyer in Chile. 
Because of what the bill I signed—because 
of my desire to make sure the playing field 
is level around the world, manufacturers will 
be able to compete on a level playing field. 
And there’s no doubt in my mind that when 
the playing field is level, American workers 
can compete with anybody in the world. 

Finally, people are more likely to find work 
if businesses and their workers can be certain 
that the lower tax rates of the last years will 
stay in place. Today, you don’t have that con-
fidence they’ll stay in place, and there’s a 
good reason—because under the laws that 
were passed, tax relief is set to expire. 

The death tax, which is being phased out 
and will disappear in 2010 but comes back 
to life because of a quirk in Senate rules, 
will be revived in 2011. That doesn’t make 
any sense to say to the small-business owner 
or the farmer or the rancher, ‘‘We’re going 
to phase out the death tax, which is a bad 
tax to begin with, and then let it pop back 
to life.’’ But that’s reality. 

Or how about this: The capital gains tax 
reductions, a vital part of encouraging capital 
formation, will rise by a third in 2008. The 
incentives for small businesses will vanish in 
2006. At midnight on December 31, 2004, 
the $1,000 child credit is set to fall back to 
$700 per child. The marriage penalty will 
take a bigger bite. That’s the way the Con-
gress did it. 

What Congress needs to do is to get this 
message: When we threw out the old taxes, 
Americans didn’t expect to see them sneak-
ing in through the back door. For the sake 
of growth—for the sake of economic growth, 
for the sake of job creation, the United States 
Congress must make these tax cuts perma-
nent. 

I know there’s talk about the deficit. The 
deficit is caused when less revenues come 
into the Treasury relative to expenditures. 
And when you have a recession, less revenues 

come into the Treasury. But also remember, 
that time we’re at war. My attitude is, any 
time we put one of our soldiers in harm’s 
way, we’re going to spend what is ever nec-
essary to make sure they have the best train-
ing, the best support, and the best possible 
equipment. 

And the tax relief, which is stimulating 
economic growth, is a part of the deficit. It’s 
about a quarter of the deficit. But this econ-
omy, as it grows, will yield more money to 
the Treasury. And I’ve laid out a 5-year plan 
to reduce the deficit in half. That assumes 
I have a willing partner in the Congress. Con-
gress must hold the line on unnecessary 
spending. 

I have proposed a 4-percent increase in 
discretionary spending for this year’s budget. 
It’s about equal to the increase of the average 
family budget. If it’s good enough for Amer-
ican families, it ought to be good enough for 
the appetite of some of the Congressmen. 
They need to stick with that agreement. They 
need to understand that in order to cut the 
deficits in half, we must have spending dis-
cipline in Washington, DC. And I will insist 
upon spending discipline in Washington, 
DC. 

There’s a lot we can do now that the Con-
gress is back in town. And I look forward 
to working with both Republicans and 
Democrats to set the framework for contin-
ued economic prosperity and growth. 

I mentioned earlier, I’m optimistic about 
our future in this country. If you’ve seen what 
I’ve seen, you’d be optimistic too. I’ve seen 
the great spirit of the country. I know the 
attitude of the American people. I know the 
determination and will, the willingness to 
work hard, the willingness to place family 
above self, the willingness to serve something 
greater than yourself—that’s the American 
spirit. And it is strong, and it is alive, and 
it is great. 

I have confidence in the future of America. 
I have confidence in our economy, because 
I have great confidence in the creativity and 
the enterprise of the American people. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless you, 
and may continue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. at the 
Kansas City Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Terrence P. Dunn, chairman of the 
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board, and Peter S. Levi, president, Greater Kan-
sas City Chamber of Commerce; Paul Rodriguez, 
chair-elect, and CiCi Rojas, president, Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City; 
and Thomas H. Holcom, Jr., member, board of 
directors, Angel Flight Central, Inc.

Statement on the Withdrawal of the 
Nomination of Miguel A. Estrada To 
Be United States Court of Appeals 
Judge for the District of Columbia 
Circuit 
September 4, 2003 

It is with regret that, at the request of 
Miguel Estrada, I have today withdrawn his 
nomination to the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the DC Circuit. I understand and 
respect his decision and wish Mr. Estrada 
and his family the best. 

Mr. Estrada received disgraceful treat-
ment at the hands of 45 United States Sen-
ators during the more than 2 years his nomi-
nation was pending. Despite his superb 
qualifications and the wide bipartisan sup-
port for his nomination, these Democrat Sen-
ators repeatedly blocked an up-or-down vote 
that would have led to Mr. Estrada’s con-
firmation. The treatment of this fine man is 
an unfortunate chapter in the Senate’s his-
tory. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act of 2003
September 4, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 1435, the 
‘‘Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003.’’ The 
Act provides for analysis of the incidence and 
effects of prison rape in Federal, State and 
local institutions, and for information, re-
sources, recommendations and funding to 
protect individuals from prison rape. The Act 
also creates a National Prison Rape Reduc-
tion Commission. 

Section 7(h) of the Act purports to grant 
to the Commission a right of access to any 
Federal department or agency information it 

considers necessary to carry out its duties, 
and section 7(k)(3) provides for release of in-
formation to the public. The executive 
branch shall construe sections 7(h) and 
7(k)(3) in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to withhold in-
formation when its disclosure could impair 
deliberative processes of the Executive or the 
performance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties and, to the extent possible, in a man-
ner consistent with Federal statutes pro-
tecting sensitive information from disclosure. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 4, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 1435, approved September 4, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–79. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement.

Proclamation 7701—National Days 
of Prayer and Remembrance, 2003
September 4, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As we approach the second anniversary of 

September 11, 2001, we remember all that 
we lost as Americans and recognize all that 
we have witnessed about the character of 
America. During these National Days of 
Prayer and Remembrance, we honor those 
who were killed and their families, and we 
ask God for strength and wisdom as we carry 
out the noble mission that our Nation began 
that morning. 

The passage of time cannot erase the pain 
and devastation that were inflicted on our 
people. We will always remember those who 
were brutally taken from us. And we ask God 
to comfort the loved ones left behind; their 
courage and determination have inspired our 
Nation. 

We thank God for the unity and compas-
sion Americans have demonstrated since 
September 11, 2001. The great strength of 
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America is the heart and soul of the Amer-
ican people. And we will continue to help 
those who are hurting or are in need. 

We pray that God watch over our brave 
men and women in uniform. We are grateful 
to them, and to their families, for their serv-
ice and sacrifice. We pray for peace and ask 
God for patience and resolve in our war 
against terror and evil. 

This conflict was begun on the timing and 
terms of others. It will end in a way, and 
at an hour, of our choosing. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 5, through Sunday, September 7, 
2003, as National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance. I ask that the people of the 
United States and places of worship mark 
these National Days of Prayer and Remem-
brance with memorial services, the ringing 
of bells, and evening candlelight remem-
brance vigils. I invite the people of the world 
to share in these Days of Prayer and Remem-
brance. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 8, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 9.

Proclamation 7702—Patriot Day, 
2003
September 4, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Two years ago, more than 3,000 innocent 

people lost their lives when a calm Sep-
tember morning was shattered by terrorists 
driven by hatred and destruction. 

On that day, and in its aftermath, we saw 
the greatness of America in the bravery of 
victims; in the heroism of first responders 
who laid down their lives to save others; in 
the compassion of people who stepped for-
ward to help those they had never met; and 
in the generosity of millions of Americans 
who enriched our country with acts of service 
and kindness. Since that day, we have seen 
the greatness of America further dem-
onstrated in the courage of our brave men 
and women in uniform who have served and 
sacrificed in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and around 
the world to advance freedom and prevent 
terrorist attacks on America. 

As we remember September 11, 2001, we 
reaffirm the vows made in the earliest hours 
of our grief and anger. As liberty’s home and 
defender, America will not tire, will not fal-
ter, and will not fail in fighting for the safety 
and security of the American people and a 
world free from terrorism. We will continue 
to bring our enemies to justice or bring jus-
tice to them. This Patriot Day, we hold 
steady to this task. 

By a joint resolution approved December 
18, 2001 (Public Law 107–89), the Congress 
has designated September 11 of each year 
as ‘‘Patriot Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim September 11, 2003, as 
Patriot Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities, including 
remembrance services and candlelight vigils. 
I also call upon the Governors of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all 
units of government, to direct that the flag 
be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. In addi-
tion, I call upon all Americans to display the 
flag at half-staff from their homes on that 
day and to observe a moment of silence be-
ginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern daylight time to 
honor the innocent victims who lost their 
lives as a result of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
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of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 8, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 9. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of the proclamation.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

August 30
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush re-
turned to Washington, DC. Before departing 
from the Texas State Technical College Air-
port in Waco, TX, they greeted members of 
the Midway All-Stars Little League girls soft-
ball team. 

September 1
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Cleve-
land, OH, where he greeted USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer Shirley Moore. He then 
traveled to Richfield, OH. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

September 2
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President had lunch 

with Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Green-
span. Later, in the Oval Office, he partici-
pated in the presentation of the game foot-
ball for the opening game of the 2003 Na-
tional Football League season to be held 
September 4. He then met with Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell. 

During the day, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Mississippi State officials 

who recently switched to the Republican 
Party. 

The White House announced that begin-
ning September 16 the White House will be 
open to tours on an expanded basis to parties 
through their Members of Congress. 

September 3
In the morning, the President had break-

fast and a meeting with Prime Minister Jan 
Peter Balkenende and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Jaap de Hoop Scheffer of the Nether-
lands. Later, he had an intelligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President met 
with Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rums-
feld. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Speaker of the House of Representatives J. 
Dennis Hastert and Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Frist. He then met with Republican con-
gressional leaders to discuss the congres-
sional agenda. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with Prime Minister Mir 
Zafarullah Khan Jamali of Pakistan at the 
White House on October 1. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William J. Hudson to be Ambas-
sador to Tunisia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Hector Elias Morales to be U.S. 
Alternate Executive Director of the Inter-
American Development Bank. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jeffrey Adam Rosen to be General 
Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan Krouner Sclafani to be As-
sistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult 
Education and to designate her as Acting As-
sistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult 
Education. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael Walter Wynne to be 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Michele Marie Leonhart as Acting 
Deputy Administrator of Drug Enforcement. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bradley Deck Belt to be a member 
of the Social Security Advisory Board. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate James McBride to be a member 
of the National Council on the Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholar-
ship Board: Robert H. Bruininks, John S. 
Butler, Shirley M. Green, and Thomas T. 
Lyons. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Karen S. Evans as Administrator of 
the Office of Electronic Government, Office 
of Management and Budget. 

September 4
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a signing ceremony for the 
Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Kansas City, MO. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. Later, he participated 
in an interview with journalist Ron Insana 
from the CNBC television network. 

September 5
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 

Indianapolis, IN, where he met with families 
and small-business owners and later made re-
marks on the economy at Langham Co. 

In the evening, the President made re-
marks at a Bush-Cheney ’04 dinner at the 
Murat Centre. Later, he traveled to Camp 
David, MD. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and 
flooding on August 26 and continuing.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted September 2

David L. Lyon, 
of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, to serve concurrently and 
without additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Kiribati. 

Submitted September 3

Paul S. Atkins, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission for a term expir-
ing June 5, 2008 (reappointment). 

Bradley D. Belt, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Social Security Advisory Board for a 
term expiring September 30, 2008, vice Stan-
ford G. Ross, term expired. 

Karan K. Bhatia, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation, vice Read Van de Water. 

William A. Chatfield, 
of Texas, to be Director of Selective Service, 
vice Alfred Rascon, resigned. 

Gordon England, 
of Texas, to be Secretary of the Navy (re-
appointment). 

William J. Hudson, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Tunisia. 

Michael O. Leavitt, 
of Utah, to be Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, vice Christine 
Todd Whitman, resigned. 

James McBride, 
of New York, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Arts for a term expiring Sep-
tember 3, 2008, vice Nathan Leventhal, term 
expired. 
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Hector E. Morales, 
of Texas, to be United States Alternate Exec-
utive Director of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, vice Jorge L. Arrizurieta, re-
signed. 

Michael W. Wynne, 
of Florida, to be Under Secretary of Defense 
for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, 
vice Edward C. Aldridge, resigned. 

Jennifer Young, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Scott 
Whitaker. 

Withdrawn September 4

Miguel A. Estrada, 
of Virginia, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, vice Patricia M. 
Wald, which was sent to the Senate on Janu-
ary 7, 2003. 

Kerry N. Weems, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Janet Hale, 
resigned, which was sent to the Senate on 
July 22, 2003.

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released September 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Claire Buchan 

Released September 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released September 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
Pakistani Prime Minister Jamali 

Released September 4

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Principles 
for the Proliferation Security Initiative 

Fact sheet: Proliferation Security Initiative: 
Statement of Interdiction Principles 

Fact sheet: President Bush Outlines Six Point 
Plan for the Economy: ‘‘A full agenda for the 
creation of jobs in America’’

Released September 5

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of remarks by Press Secretary 
Scott McClellan to the travel pool 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Indiana

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 3

H.R. 2738 / Public Law 108–77
United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement 
Implementation Act 

H.R. 2739 / Public Law 108–78
United States-Singapore Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act 

Approved September 4

S. 1435 / Public Law 108–79
Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003
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